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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being fully met by Suzuki (JP-08- 
083063). 

Suzuki discloses a keyboard musical instrument that comprises a cover unit that 
includes a front cover and a rear cover each having a front end and a rear end 12,13, 
said front cover and said rear cover being disposed such that said front cover and said 
rear cover are arranged in forward and rearward directions when said cover unit is in a 
closed state (Fig. 2), and a hinge device 16 pivotally connecting said front cover and 
said rear cover such that said cover unit lays open a space above said keyboard when 
said cover unit is in an open state where said front cover and said rear cover are folded; 
a musical tone generator 9 that generates musical tones; an instrument body that 
accommodates said keyboard and said musical tone generator, said instrument body 
including at least one pivotal support member fixed therein, left and right lateral side 
panels 3, and a topboard 4; and a guide mechanism 12,15 that is provided on said left 
and right lateral side panels, said guide mechanism supporting said rear cover such that 
said rear cover is movable in the forward and rearward directions, wherein said rear end 
of said front cover has a lower part pivotally supported by said pivotal support member, 
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said lower part being located below said hinge device 14,17, and wherein said topboard 
is disposed such that said topboard is below said front end of said front cover when said 
front cover is in the open state (Fig. 1). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 2,3,5,10-15,17-21,22,23,28,29 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 

being unpatentable over Suzuki (as applied above) in view of Taguchi et al (USP 

4939969). 

Suzuki, applied here in a similar manner as to claim 1 above, discloses all 
features claimed, but does not explicitly disclose at least one functional component 
having electrical wiring, wherein said functional component is mounted in said front 
cover such that said functional component has a front face thereof facing toward a 
player when said cover unit is in the open state. 

Taguchi et al discloses a keyboard musical instrument which comprises a 
functional component having electrical wiring (Fig. 2, 23), wherein said functional 
component is mounted in said front cover such that said functional component has a 
front face thereof facing toward a player when said cover unit is in the open state. 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to adapt the 
teachings of Suzuki with those of Taguchi, so as to allow for control of a tone generator 
in an electronic piano such as Suzuki. 

Claims 4,16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Suzuki in view of Taguchi et al as applied to claim 2 above, and further in view of 
Takahashi (USPGP 2002/0017187). 

The Suzuki/Taguchi combination above discloses all features claimed, but does 
not explicitly disclose a loudspeaker built in the front cover. 

Takahashi et al discloses an electronic musical instrument which comprises a 
loudspeaker 133 built in front cover 220. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to adapt the 
Suzuki/Taguchi combination with the Takahashi et al teachings, so as to allow for easier 
and more direct hearing of the music being played. 

Claims 6,24,25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Suzuki in view of Day (USP 2554665). 

Regarding Claim 6, Suzuki (applied here in a similar manner as to Claim 1 
above) discloses all features claimed, but does not explicitly disclose that the rear cover 
has a rear end thereof pivotally supported by the one end of said link member such that 
said rear cover pivotally moves about the one end when said cover unit is pivotally 
moved about said hinge device and said pivotal support members into the open state or 
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into the closed state, the other end of said link member being supported by said 
instrument body in a vicinity of the lower surface of said topboard. 

Day discloses a fall board mechanism which comprises a rear cover having a 
rear end thereof pivotally supported by the one end of said link member 16,17,18 such 
that said rear cover pivotally moves about the one end when said cover unit is pivotally 
moved about said hinge device and said pivotal support members into the open state or 
into the closed state (Fig. 1), the other end of said link member 20 being supported by 
said instrument body in a vicinity of the lower surface of said topboard 20-23. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to adapt the 
teachings of Suzuki with those of Day, as the Day cover solution is functionally 
equivalent to that of the Suzuki teachings. 

Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Suzuki in 
view of Japanese Pub No. 2002-62865. 

Suzuki (applied here in a similar manner as to Claim 1 above) discloses all 
features claimed, but does not disclose a load reducing device comprising a resilient 
member as recited. 

Japanese Pub. No. 2002-62865 ('865) discloses an electronic keyboard 
instrument which comprises (Fig. 9) a a load reducing device comprising a resilient 
member 67. 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to adapt the 
teachings of Suzuki with those of '865, as it is well-known in the art to use such resilient 
members or springs to avoid sudden movements of closing covers or doors. 

Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Suzuki in 
view of Taguchi as applied to claim 3 above, and further in view of Day. 

Regarding Claim 8, Day is applied to the Suzuki/Taguchi combination in a similar 
manner as to Claim 6 above. 

Claims 26,27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Suzuki in view of Taguchi as applied to claim 2 above, and further in view of Japanese 
Pub. No. 2002-62865. 

Regarding Claims 26 and 27, the '865 reference is applied in a similar manner to 
the Suzuki/Taguchi combination as to claim 7. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jeffrey Donels whose telephone number is 571-272- 
2061 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lincoln Donovan can be reached on 571-272-2800 ext 37. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. , 




-d^ffrey Donels 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2837 



